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I.

Catalog Statement 
Theatre Arts 111 introduces students to the proper use and maintenance of the voice on stage primarily though the use of the Linklater Technique.  The goal of the course is to help students free their “natural voice” in order to perform on stage with vocal freedom, safety, and control.  Emphasis will be placed on vocal theory and the basic mechanics of vocal production technique. 



Total Lecture/Demonstration Units :  3.0


Total Course Units:  3.0



Total Lecture/Demonstration Hours:  48.0


Total Faculty Contact Hours:  48.0


Prerequisite:  None

II.

Course Entry Expectations


Skills Level Ranges: Reading 5; Listening 5; Speaking 5; Writing 5; Math 1.

III. 
Course Exit Standards


Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:



1.
use proper vocal fundamentals based on the Linklater technique of voice;


2.
identify the general physiology of vocal production;



3.
explain vocal health maintenance;



4.
differentiate between vocal tension and vocal relaxation;



5.
speak in an expressive, clear, and powerful manner;



6.
integrate speech and voice work with acting work;



7.
apply the vocal exercises to dramatic text;



8.
connect emotionally to dramatic text with the voice. 

IV. 
Course Content

                                                 Total Faculty Contact Hours =  48









A.
Alignment, Relaxation/Release/Vocal Physiology
3 hours



B.
Natural Breath


3 hours



C.
Sound in the Body, Initial Vibration
3 hours




1.
vibration into lower body




2.
vibration onto the lips



D.
Vibrations on the Lips, More Physical Release
3 hours



E.
Vocal Health - Continued Progression
3 hours



F.
Shoulder and Neck Release, Awareness of Vibrations in Head




and Neck



3 hours



G.
Awareness of Vibrations in Whole Body/Awareness of Vocal




Power




3 hours



H.
Release of Jaw, Tongue, Soft Palate
6 hours



I.
Work on Articulators, Loosening and Maintaining Freedom
3 hours



J.
Voice Work on Text and Warming Up the Voice
6 hours



K.
Voice Work on Text, Self-Evaluation/Awareness
9 hours



L.
Performance and Evaluation
3 hours

V.

Methods of Instruction
 

The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:



1.
class lecture and discussion;



2.
laboratory practice;



3.
individual our group student presentations;



4.
collaborative learning.

VI.

Out of Class Assignments



The following out of class assignments may be used in this course:

1. critiques (e.g. critique of a play);
2. written journals of student progress;

3. individual project (e.g. memorization of a script).
VII.
Methods of Evaluation



The following methods of evaluation may be used in this course:


1.
individual presentations;


2.
practical examinations;


3.
evaluation of written work;



4. 
instructor critique of student’s demonstration of vocal progression;


6.
written quizzes and exams;
VIII.
Textbooks


Linklater, K.  Freeing the Natural Voice. 



New York: Drama Book Publishers, 1976.



12th Grade Textbook Reading Level.  ISBN-10:0896760715.



Berry, C.  The Actor and the Text,  Current Edition. 



New York: Virgin Books; Applause Acting Series, February 1, 2000.



12th Grade Textbook Reading Level. ISBN-10:1557831386.



Skinner E.  Speak with Distinction: The Classic Skinner Method to Speech on the Stage.


Current Edition. New York:  Applause Books, 2000.


      12th Grade Textbook Reading Level.  ISBN-10: 1557830479.



Individual play scripts

IX.
Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:

1. Explain how to maintain vocal health;
2. Demonstrate ability to connect emotionally to dramatic text with the voice;
3. Demonstrate articulation and pronunciation appropriate to specific text in performance; 

4. Exhibit an ability to speak in an expressive, clear, and professional manner in performance;
