Glendale Community College
Course Assessment Report

Semester/Year: Fall 2010
Department: Mathematics

Course Title:  M255/Arithmetic and Prealgebra
Participants: all sections

Course-Level SLOs assessed this semester:

#3 Students will solve application problems (arithmetic, algebraic, geometric).
Method of Assessment:

All sections of M255 were assessed with a common question on each module exam.
Analysis of Assessment:  
SLO3:  Solving application problems was tested in several problems throughout the semester:  problem #19 on the module exam covering ch. 1-3; problem #1 on the module exam covering ch. 1-6; problem #17 on the module exam covering ch. 1-8; and problem #1 on the module exam covering ch. 1-11. The pattern is as follows:  On the first module exam, about 33% got the question correct.  On the second module exam, about 50% got the question correct.  By the third and fourth module exams, 100% on the students were getting the application problem correct. 

Plan:  

This means that the mastery approach of this course seems to really be working.   By the time students see similar questions the third or fourth time, they have had a chance to build up the knowledge and confidence to not only attempt it but also get it right.  Also allowing students to take the test multiple times and even one additional time after they pass ensures mastery.  The math division plans to continue this analysis with other topics and hopes to find the same trend to be true.

We will continue assessing M255 during the fall and spring semesters. 
