Glendale Community College
Course Assessment Report

Semester/Year: Fall 2010
Department: Mathematics

Course Title:  M245/Elementary Algebra I
Participants: all sections

Course-Level SLOs assessed this semester:

#3 Students will graph linear functions.
Method of Assessment:

All sections of M245 were assessed with a common question on each module exam.
Analysis of Assessment:  
SLO3:  Graphing linear equations/inequalities was tested in several problems throughout the semester: problem #18 on the module exam covering ch. 1-3 and problem #10 on the module exam covering ch. 1-5.  The pattern seemed to be as follows:  On the first module exam, the question was to graph a line and the average score was 2.5 out of 3.  On the second module exam, the question was to graph a linear inequality and the average score was 2.14 out of 3.  The reason for the decrease is probably due to the fact that the second module’s question requires 2 extra steps that a student may forget to do, so we are not surprised that the average score is lower on the second one.  
Plan:  

One tendency we noticed was that most students attempt the problems and get some of the 3 points possible.  We believe that this means that the mastery approach of this course seems to be working.   By the time students see similar questions later in the semester, they know how to start it and get more than half way through the problem.   We also believe that allowing students to retest also helps student gain mathematical confidence. 

We will continue assessing M245 during the fall and spring semesters. 
