Glendale Community College

Course Assessment Report

Semester/Year: Fall 2011
Department: Mathematics

Course Title:  M100/College Algebra
Participants: Ashot Djrbashian, Jeremy Talaoc, Larry Newberry,  Zorair Nalbandyan
Course-Level SLOs assessed this semester:

1.  Students will solve equations and inequalities.

Method of Assessment:

A cumulative final exam was given and one of the questions was chosen to test the SLO.  This time it was a polynomial equation of fourth degree with three part answer. It was evaluated by the partial credit method and the scores were averaged for all four classes.
Analysis of Assessment:  

Question: For the function 
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 (a) List all possible rational roots: (b)Find all zeros, including multiplicities; (c) Sketch the graph by indicating all the important points.
The average weighted score in all classes turned out about 58%. We consider this a satisfactory score, especially for one of the hardest topics in the course. 

Plan:  

The division will continue to assess similar questions for Math100 as this topic is one of the key concepts for the course.  We would like to continue the assessment process for this particular topic by taking the current score as a baseline and trying to improve.  We plan to include more technology in the process of explaining the graphs of polynomials. We also plan to inform all the full time faculty and the instructors currently teaching this course about the results and then reassess at a later time.  We may also compare results for the same question in Math100 and Math110, the accelerated course.
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