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COURSE OUTLINE

Humanities 105
The Human Struggle

I. Catalog Statement

Humanities 105 is an interdisciplinary, intercultural course designed to challenge students to further develop critical reading, writing, and thinking abilities through comparative study of materials from literature and various disciplines. Students evaluate some of the most relevant issues faced by humans throughout their history, with emphasis on values and ethics. The course examines the creative impulses and destructive forces that have influenced the human struggle for order, acceptance, knowledge, understanding, self expression, power, freedom, individuality, and survival. Students improve their abilities to analyze, synthesize, develop original ideas, distinguish fact from opinion or belief, and use logic and reason in language and thought to determine whether the solutions of the past are compatible with the problems of today and tomorrow. Writing instruction focuses on improving advanced composition skills. The course may be team taught.

Units – 3.0
Lecture Hours – 3.0

Prerequisite:	Eligibility for English 101

II. Course Entry Expectations
	
Skills Level Ranges: Reading 6; Writing 6; Listening/Speaking 6; Math 1
	
Prior to enrolling in this course, the student should be able to:
1. organize and write thesis-based essays
2. use detailed examples, facts, logical explanations, and other appropriate support for thesis statements
3. critically analyze selected prose works dealing with important contemporary issues
4. summarize, analyze, and synthesize information, express and apply standards for judgment, compare and contrast, and evaluate evidence in order to form and state reasoned opinions
5. gather and organize information through library research
6. demonstrate a command of grammar, diction, syntax, and mechanics sufficient for college level work as specified by the English 120 rubric.		




III. Course Exit Standards

Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1. read critically and write critical, thesis-based essays from rhetorical perspectives,
2. compare and contrast relationships among literature and various disciplines,
3. analyze, synthesize, distinguish fact from opinion or belief, seek credible sources, propose original ideas, and reach logical conclusions,
4. examine many of the bases for important human values, identify bias and prejudice, and respect the views of others,
5. evaluate objectively the ethics and principles of social, political, philosophical, and economic doctrines,
6. develop the skills of literature and language analysis through use of original sources
7. develop progressively more sophisticated written communications skills emphasizing meaning and substance.

IV. Course Content

Instruction in each unit of study includes discussion of reading assignment completed independently outside of class, instruction in writing, and evaluation of writing assignments. These experiences encourage students to apply critical thinking skills learned previously to analyze, criticize, synthesize, and propose new ideas about major themes and issues linking literature and various disciplines.  Writing assignments emphasize support of theses from rhetorical perspectives, use and discussion of examples, and formulation of logical conclusions. Essay topics are comparative, requiring knowledge of relationships within, between, and among units of study. Topics also require that students use a sequence of writing skills.

A.  The struggle for order and a place in nature, the universe, and 	10 hours
      the cosmos
1. Primitive peoples and their practices
2. The gods and God – myths and religion
3. the origins of the earth and humans
4. The desire for immortality; the acceptance of mortality
5. Manipulation of nature to suit human needs
6. Interdependence of humans and nature
7. Environmentalism
8. Literary analysis – archetypes, motifs across cultures, comedy, tragedy

B.  The struggle for acceptance in social relationships		    9 hours
1. The influence of the family—parents, siblings, children,
spouses
2. Friendship and romantic/courtly love
3. The workplace—ambitions, goals, successes, and disappointments (technology, alienation)
4. The social conscience—social reform (settlement houses, temperance, suffrage, abolition, labor reform, the welfare system, women’s equality)
5. Language analysis—irony, symbol, figurative language, allegory, translations, foreign terms
C.  The struggle for knowledge, understanding, and self expression	   10 hours
1. Controversial issues in education—universal right vs. class privilege, European vs American systems, value of Humanities courses, importance of the scientific method, censorship, role of the media, doubling of knowledge
2. Behavior as a key to understanding—social customs, manners, morals, ethics, relationships
3. The creative impulse—passive/active participation, the oral tradition/modern media, the scientific revolution, the artistic struggle (patronage system, mass production of works, cultural differences), computer technology
4. Induction and deduction—analytical synthesis of Apollonian/Dionysian characteristics in humans aspiration, motivations, and actions
D.  The struggle for power and freedom				   10 hours
1. Shaping governments—democratic, Machiavellian, utopian, theocratic, totalitarian, populist; separation of church and state
2. Propaganda nad persuasion—censorship, book burning, free press
3. Revolution—social, political
4. War—religious, civil, territorial, defensive, offensive, conventional, nuclear
5. Peace—diplomacy, arms race, arms control
6. Logic and reason—arguments, and evaluations of informal logical fallacies of language and thought
E.  The struggle for individuality and survival			    9 hours
1. The urban movement; the industrial revolution
2. Capitalism vs socialism
3. Ethical dilemmas—alienation, fear, and frustration; choice and responsibility; existentialism
4. Population control—immigration quotas, birth control, famine, drought, struggle between haves and have nots
5. Technology and humanity—robotics, computers, space exploration and colonization
6. Survival—nuclear attack, anarchy, overpopulation
7. Inferences from unambiguous statements—quantification and qualification of abstracts; differentiation of means from ends; examination of origins and applications of ethical codes

V. Methods of Presentation

1. films, videotapes, audiotapes, slides, and handout material are used to supplement lectures, discussion, and reading. 
2. guest speakers from related disciplines are sometimes invited to present special topical material.
3. the class may be team-taught with several instructors presenting material.  

VI. Assignments and Methods of Evaluation

1. 4-6 essay examinations are administered. Written assignments are of sufficient length and complexity to require that students independently select, order, and clearly express their ideas.  Essays are evaluated for clarity of communication and application of critical thinking skills; ranging from synthesis of ideas to appropriateness of conclusions generated by materials studied
2.   at least 50% of the grade must be based on in-class writing of full-length, thesis- based essays 



VII. Textbooks

Anonymous, Epic of Gilgamesh
Camus, The Stranger 
Chase, Harvey, 0822205009, Dramatist, 1999 
Pinter, The Homecoming, 0802151051, Grove,1994
Stoppard, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, 080213275 Grove, 1994 
Tolstoi, Death of Ivan Ilych
Voltaire, Candide
Williams, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof  
Williams, Streetcar Named Desire 

VIII. Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion, the students will be able to:
1. read, give examples, apply, analyze interpret, and evaluate a variety of texts related to the human struggle.
2. compose critical thesis-based essays that analyze and synthesize information from multiple texts, lectures and class discussion dealing with human values and dilemmas.


