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California Has a Large and  
Growing Population 
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California’s Growth Has Been 
Extraordinary…  
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…But Has Slowed in Recent Decades 
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Sources of Growth Have Changed 
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Continued Growth Is Projected… 
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…With Inland Counties 
Experiencing Faster Growth 

Projected percent change, 2010–2060 

Greater than 40% 
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California’s Race/Ethnic Balance Has 
Changed Over Time... 
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…So Have Race/Ethnic Categories 
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Immigration is a Key Part of 
California’s History 
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Latin America Is the  
Leading Source of Immigrants… 

Latin America  5,435,000  (53%) 

Asia  3,674,000  (36%) 

Europe  759,000  (7%) 

Africa  165,000   

Canada  115,000   

Oceania  68,000   

 

Source: 2011 American Community Survey 
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…But Most Recent Arrivals  
Are Primarily From Asia 
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Immigrants Come to California  
from Dozens of Countries 

Source: 20011American Community Survey 
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New Projections Show Strong 
Growth in the Latino Population 
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Demography Drives Policy 

n  Many statewide propositions are a response to 
the changing population 
– Proposition 187 (1994) 
– Proposition 209 (1996) 
– Proposition 227 (1998) 
– Proposition 54 (2003) 

n  Changing voter base affects elections 
n  Programs and caseloads are also affected 
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Projections Show Faster Growth of 
Older Residents 
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Views on Protecting Budget Areas 
Are Similar Across Groups… 
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…But Views on Taxes and Services 
Are Not 
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Notes on the use of these slides 

These slides were created to accompany a 
presentation. They do not include full 
documentation of sources, data samples, 
methods, and interpretations. To avoid 
misinterpretations, please contact: 
 
Hans Johnson: 415-291-4460, johnson@ppic.org 
 
Thank you for your interest in this work. 
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Prosperity Is Diverging Regionally 

Source:  Hans Johnson, PPIC, based on US Bureau of Economic Analysis data 
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Legal status of immigrant population 
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Source:  2005 ACS and Pew Hispanic Center estimates 



27 

Census content: 
2000 Census versus 2010 Census 
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  Census 2010	
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  residents
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  housing	
  unit
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Ancestry Property	
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  attainment Age	
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School	
  attendance Characteristics	
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  housing	
  unit
Type	
  of	
  school Phone
Employment	
  status Type	
  of	
  heating
Occupation Vehicles
Industry
Hours	
  and	
  weeks	
  worked
Income	
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Population by Race/Ethnicity 
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Growth has slowed in recent decades 
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Ethnic Majorities by Census Tract 


