Glendale Community College Nursing Students
What People Should Know About Ebola and Influenza?

Abstracts:
Ebola:
In the past Ebola has somewhat been a mystery to the American public, however recently it has popped up in America for the first time.  Ebola claimed the cover of TIME magazine in addition to numerous news articles this year.  So what do healthcare professionals know about Ebola?  Is America prepared for Ebola? How has Ebola affected national policies regarding transportation and border control?  This short presentation will cover the pathophysiological process of the disease: How it is contracted? Who is at risk? What treatments can be utilized to battle Ebola? What are the fiscal and ethical dilemmas Ebola presents to the United States?

Influenza:
Flu season comes around every year and every year people lose loved ones due to complications from the influenza virus.  Our society has become more and more aware of the flu and the vaccines used to fight the flu; however there are still some individuals who choose not to protect themselves every year.  The purpose of this presentation is to spread awareness about the influenza virus, including the origins of the virus; how it spreads? Who is at risk? How can people safeguard themselves from the flu? This presentation will also cover common misconceptions about the vaccines, ethical issues related to vaccination, and the cost and availability of the vaccine.  

Biographies: 

Cheryl Cawit is a third semester nursing student at Glendale Community College.  She plans on focusing her nursing career on pediatrics.  Cheryl’s family has heavily influenced her in regards to choosing her future aspirations.  When her now 5-year-old niece was born, the idea of combining nursing with Cheryl’s love for kids became an ultimate goal.  After graduation, she plans on furthering her education in attaining a BSN and MSN.
Tanya Deciga is a healthcare educating enthusiast and she wants to help people at the community level before they reach the hospital doorstep. Tanya wants to pursue an advanced degree and teach in a nursing program. She believes that all individuals are equal. She believes that people feel alive when they are able to connect with another human being. Nursing is her calling. 
Armenuhi Gilavyan is a nursing student juggling school and home life, while raising two toddlers. Thanks to her supportive husband and family she is in pursuit of her dreams to become a Nurse Practitioner.
Mark Gutierrez is a third semester nursing student at Glendale Community College.  He was a former student of PCC and Rio Hondo where he completed numerous prerequisite classes as a part time student.  Mark is set to graduate with an Associate of Science Degree in Nursing in the winter of 2015. His goals after commencement are to attain a registered nursing license and to work in a cardiac interventional telemetry unit or intensive care unit while continuing his education.  

Alina Hong is in her third semester of nursing school at GCC and will pursue psychiatric mental health nursing in the future. 
Diane Kuraev is a devoted wife and loving mother of three children. She has earned her bachelorette degree in psychology from the University of California, Los Angeles. Diane has decided to continue her education at Glendale Community College to pursue a nursing career. Diane hopes to earn her Bachelor’s degree in nursing and then pursue a specialty in obstetrics or anesthesia.

Sheila Leviste is a third semester nursing student at Glendale Community College. She has a growing interest in maternity and is eager to learn about this specialty, along with the other specialties and branches in the nursing field. Sheila cannot wait to see what else is out there. 
Abigail Rodriguez is currently a student at Glendale Community College in pursuit of her nursing degree.  Prior to this, she worked as an assistant in Oral Maxillofacial Surgery, which sparked her interest in patient care. Ultimately, Abigail hopes to attain a degree as a Nurse Practitioner and practice either in the critical care setting or within other community facilities.  She would like to gain experience to make a difference at the community level by imparting healthcare to all those who seek it out.  
Being surrounded by a family of nurses stirred Vanessa Serpaz’s interest towards a career in nursing. She is in her third semester of the nursing program at Glendale Community College; she enjoys patient care and learning about the different diseases and disorders. She hopes to become a travel nurse and join mission trips across the globe.
Michelle Truong holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in MIMG from UCLA. She is currently embarking on her third semester of nursing school at Glendale Community Collge. Michelle hopes to expand her practice into Oncology and Medical Surgical units. She aspires to work as an RN for a few years before pursuing a master’s degree in nursing to ultimately become a Family Nurse Practitioner. Her interests in the healthcare field will be enriched with practice and the experiences she gains from the clinical rotations and through direct patient care.
Niccolo Tualla is a third semester nursing student at Glendale Community College. His inspiration for wanting to become a nurse comes from his family; he grew up surrounded by nurses who encouraged him to pursue nursing as a career. Niccolo grew up around his disabled uncle who he helped care for. He was taught and inspired by his uncle to be caring, compassionate, and patient towards others. He strives to become an advocate for patients and provide the best care for people, while teaching and inspiring others to do the same. In the future, Niccolo hopes to become an ER nurse or a travel nurse. 

Rachel Wilcox has been inspired and encouraged by her family to choose nursing as her career. She is currently a third semester nursing student at Glendale Community College. This program has continuously been a challenging yet rewarding experience for her. She loves working with kids and hopes to be a pediatric nurse in the future. 

