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Abstract: 

A passion for space exploration and an acumen for the engineering design process led Tracy Van Houten to a career in Aerospace Systems Engineering at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory.  JPL was a natural fit as Van Houten has a keen interest in enabling scientific exploration of our solar system and universe. This talk will cover highlights from Van Houten's JPL career, including key roles in mission formulation and flight projects as well as her journey to finding her voice as an advocate for female engineers and mentor to the next generation of engineers and explorers. 
Bio:
Tracy Van Houten is a systems engineer for NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, CA. She worked on the team that landed the Curiosity rover on Mars in August 2012 and is currently the Flight System Verification and Validation Lead for the Mars 2020 mission that will send the next Curiosity-like rover to Mars. Van Houten also held a significant V&V role on the SMAP mission, an orbiter launched in early 2015 to map Earth’s soil moisture and freeze/thaw state.  Tracy is committed to inspiring the next generation of space explorers and engineers and has mentored more than thirty summer interns and new hires during her 11 year career. 

Van Houten is a highly involved Life Member of the Society of Women Engineers (SWE), and has served in several local, regional and national positions over her 15 years of membership, currently serving as a Senator for the Society. Tracy was named 2012 SWE Distinguished New Engineer. Additional outreach efforts include Cal Poly San Luis Obispo Women's Engineering Program Industry Advisory Board member, Chair of the Engineering and Environmental Science Advisory Board for John Muir High School, executive council member of JPL’s Advisory Council for Women, mentor to a teen in Discovery Bound's National Leadership Council, and President of the executive board of her church. Tracy has a BS in Aerospace Engineering from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo and a MS in Astronautical Engineering from USC.  She resides in Pasadena with her husband and their two children.

