
Creating Video Inside of 
Canvas



Canvas has a video recording feature built into the Canvas course environment. You can add warmth and presence 
to your online assignments by adding video in Discussions, Assignments, even your SpeedGrader page.



You will need a web camera to capture your presentation. You can download the video when it is complete and have 3C Media 
do your captioning if you like. You can do your own captioning, but you would need to learn the Amara application. I 
recommend doing a test clip before you begin to check your audio.



In this example, we have created a Discussion forum. In the text field, click on the button for “Record/Upload” to 
add your recording. 



This pop up window will come up. Click on “Allow”.



To begin recording, click anywhere within the video frame (I added the yellow square to show you where to click).



Clicking in the frame also stops recording.



Before you start do a test video to check your audio levels. You can see here on the LED level meter on the side that 
my audio level is too high, and that will add distortion to my video sound.



Once you have finished and clicked anywhere in the video frame to stop the recording, you can play the video and 
decide if you want to keep it. If you do, click the “Save” button.



This is what you will see initially. It will be replaced by a preview icon once you Save or Save and Publish.



I will scroll down and click “Save and Publish” at the bottom of the Discussion page.



Now in the text field the video looks like a preview icon.



You can click “Edit”  to add discussion instructions for your students.



Don’t forget to add your title.



You can add your Discussions options.



Click “Save”.



Your students can now watch the video and reply to answer the questions that you included with your video.



In SpeedGrader, the “Record” button is next to the “Submit” button.



The easiest way to add captions to your video is to download it to your desktop and then upload to 3C Media. I will 
include a separate step by step tutorial on how to register, upload media and ask for captioning in a separate 
tutorial. To download it, you must click in the video frame WHILE THE VIDEO IS PLAYING. Click “Save Video As”

Please Note: Video must be 
playing to see this pop up with 
“Save Video as” in it.



If you click the video frame when it is not playing, you will see this, which is not much use to you. It’s a weird quirk 
of Canvas.



This window will let you name it and save it to your desktop.



It will look like this.



There is a separate .pdf on 3C Media that walks you through how to register, upload your video and request 
captions that you can access along with this tutorial. 3C Media is a free video hosting site provided by the 
Chancellor’s office.



Once your video is captioned in 3C Media, you would log in and copy the embed code.



Now go to the page where the unedited video is sitting and click “Edit”.



Click on the “HTML Editor”.



Highlight the code for the video.



Notice that we leave the text line in place and paste the 3C Media Embed code in and click “Save”.



Now you have lively instructional video that is captioned inside of your Discussions, Pages, Assignments and 
Speedgrader! Yay!



.

If you need help, please contact the Instructional Technology 
Help Desk 

for 24/7 assistance @
818-240-1000 ext. 3457

Email: Connie at clantz@glendale.edu
(Or drop in SF 101)

and
Email: Daniele Ingrao at dingrao@glendale.edu

(drop in AD 145 from 2pm to 7pm)

Lots of Canvas tutorials here:
http://www.glendale.edu/class-schedule/distance-education-

classes/de-faculty-center/canvas
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