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Field-Based 
Experiential 
Learning

Experiential Learning is defined as “learning 
through active participation in an activity, then 
taking time to reflect on the outcome”. Research 
shows that students retain information and exhibit 
a more sophisticated understanding of core 
concepts from an experiential learning environment 
compared to retention from a typical classroom 
lecture environment. This presentation will focus 
on Prof. Leaver’s almost 40 years of observations 
in immersive learning environments through 
independent travel, geography field trips, and study 
abroad programs. He will share his insights, highlights 
and pitfalls of a lifetime of travel, both near and far.


