
UC Application Workshop –
Fall 2025 Admission

Transfer Center Glendale.edu/TransferCenter



• 10 campuses (9 undergraduate)

• Emphasis is on developing research 
skills

• Prepare students to advance to 
graduate and professional education 
programs

• Course content is mostly theoretical 
and analytical

Berkeley and Merced are the 

only campuses on the 

semester system

University of California (UC)



Fall 2025 Admission: October 1 – December 2, 2024

The application fee is $80 per campus; $95 per campus for 
international and non-immigrant applicants

If you qualify for the fee waiver, you can apply to up to 4 UC 
campuses for free!

Apply broadly to increase your chances for admission!

When to Apply



You must complete the following requirements by the end of the Spring 
2025:

• 60 UC-transferable units

• 7-course pattern

• 2.4 GPA in UC-transferable coursework (2.8 if you’re a nonresident)

• Required/recommended major preparation

Eligibility Requirements for Fall 2025 Transfer



1. English Composition (ENGL 101, 101+, or 101H)

2. English Composition - Critical Thinking (ENGL 102, 102H, or 104)

3. Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning (IGETC Area 2A)

4. 4 courses chosen from at least 2 of the following subject areas:

• Arts and Humanities (IGETC Areas 3A and 3B)

• Social and Behavioral Sciences (IGETC Area 4)

• Physical and Biological Sciences (IGETC Areas 5A and 5B)

7-Course Pattern



• Some campuses require specific 
courses and grades for admission

• Check campus websites and 
ASSIST.org

Required/Recommend Major Prep.



• Completion of GE

• Completion of major prep courses

• Transferable GPA

• Participation in honors courses or programs

• Special talents, achievements, and awards

• Completion of special projects

• Academic accomplishments in light of life 
experience

• Location of college and residence

• Completion of UC Pathway or ADT

Comprehensive Review

You are more than just your 
courses and GPA!

This is how UCs review applications



Documents Needed

Be sure to have the following before you begin your application:

• Unofficial transcripts from all colleges attended

• AP/IB test scores (if applicable)

• Social Security Number, if you have one

• Citizenship status

• Annual income
• For your parents - if you are a dependent
• For yourself - if you are independent

• Payment method (credit card or you can mail a check)
• Not needed if eligible for the fee waiver



Click ”Create an Account”

apply.universityofcalifornia.edu

https://apply.universityofcalifornia.edu/


Click “Create an Account” and fill 
out the requested information

What email address should you 
use?

• Most official UC communication 
comes by email

• Use/create a personal email 
address

• Check your email regularly –
consider connecting the email 
account to your phone



Getting Started



Select “Junior-level Transfer”

Select The Correct “Transfer” Status

Select “Transfer"



Click “Start application”

Shine On



The Top Navigation Is Your Friend

• Click on “Application Status” to view your completed and in-progress applications

• Click on “My Account” to update your email address or password

• Click on ”Help” for UC application helpdesk contact information 

• The system will log you out after prolonged periods of inactivity – Save often and click 
“Sign Out” before exiting the application



Application Navigation

Can complete the 

application in any 

order, but you should 

complete the 

”About You” section 

first since the 

information you 

include here is used 

throughout other 

parts of the 

application

Hovering over these buttons 

provides additional clarification



About You

Every section

allows you to 

review your 

answers

This section should 

be done in order 

since the 

information you 

include here is 

used throughout 

other parts of the 

section



Personal Information



Personal Information



Citizenship & Residency

Students with a SSN 

or ITIN should enter it 

-- otherwise, this item 

can be skipped

DACA participants and 

undocumented students 

should select “No Selection” 

for the Country



Citizenship & Residency

If you select a country other 

than the US, you will have to 

answer these follow-up 

questions



Citizenship & Residency

These questions will 

determine whether you are 

considered a California 

resident or non-California 

resident



Your Background

If you are under the age of 24 and 

click “None of the above apply to 

me,” you are considered a 

dependent and will be asked 

questions about your parents



Your Household - Dependent

This section provides 

contextual information for 

reviewers and determines your 

eligibility for the application 

fee waiver



Your Household - Independent

This section provides 

contextual information for 

reviewers and determines your 

eligibility for the application 

fee waiver



Answering “Yes” will bring up 

additional questions about the your 

(and your parents’ physical presence, 

if dependent) in CA

Answering “No” will require you to 

select a reason why you do not want 

to be evaluated for CA residency

You will also need to acknowledge 

that by selecting “No” you will be 

classified as a nonresident for tuition 

purposes

Statement of Legal Residence



Undocumented 

students should 

select “Yes” for 

physical presence 

in CA, attendance 

at CA HS, and 

establishing CA as 

a permanent home

Select “Unknown” 

for parents’ 

physical presence 

and citizenship

Statement of Legal Residence



Campuses & Majors



Choose Campuses



College view is the default view, 

where you can see majors 

grouped within colleges

If you’re not sure which college 

your major is in, Category view will 

let you browse through subjects

Choose Majors



You can select both a major and an alternate major*

If a campus is unable to offer you a place in your first-

choice major, they may consider you for an alternate 

major

*not all campuses will consider students for an 

alternate major

Choose Majors

The alternate major should be in a subject you want 

to study and have met the major prep. requirements 

for

Do not assume that you can change into your first-

choice major once you transfer



Choose Majors

Some majors require a 

supplemental application –

requirements and deadlines vary

Make sure to note the deadline for 

supplemental applications



Visit compare.ucsd.edu to 

compare UCSD’s colleges

Each college has its own theme

UCSD College Ranking

Will accept transfer 

students beginning in 

Fall 2025



Academic History



If you created a UC Transfer 

Admission Planner (UC TAP) 

account and entered your 

academic information, you 

can import your courses and 

grades into the UC application

Transfer Admission Planner



You will need to provide 

information for your last HS 

attended; this includes schools 

outside the US

Last HS Attended



If you can’t find your HS, 

you can manually enter it

Last HS Attended



Click “Select”

Find College

You must provide 

information for all 

colleges/universities 

attended, including 

outside the US



Select “Semester 

with Winter Session”

College Information

Refer to your 

transcript to 

determine when 

you started 

(including dual 

enrollment) and 

indicate the end of 

your last semester 

when you will meet 

your admission 

requirements 

(e.g., end of Spring 

2025 is June 2025)

Select all the terms 

on your transcript as 

well as in-progress 

and planned terms



GCC does not offer 

these degrees

College Information

If anticipated, put the 

last month of the 

semester you’ll be 

earning the degree



Add other colleges 

attended here

College Review

Review the 

information you 

entered and make 

sure your dates and 

terms of attendance 

are correct



The courses you see 

for CA community 

colleges are the UC-

transferable courses 

found on ASSIST

College Courses

Use your transcript 

to ensure you report 

the correct term, 

course number, title, 

units, and grade 

received for each 

course

Select the grade 

earned from the 

drop-down exactly 

as it is listed on your 

transcript 



Courses that are not 

UC-transferable 

must be entered 

manually

College Courses

Use your transcript 

to ensure you report 

the correct term, 

course number, title, 

units, and grade 

received for each 

course

Select the grade 

earned from the 

drop-down

This also applies to 

courses taken at 

non-CA community 

colleges



College Courses

You must enter all courses taken, including:

• Non-transferable courses

• Courses taken outside the US

• Courses in which you received a W, EW, FW, I, D, F, P, NP

• Repeated courses

• Both the original grade (D or F) and the more recent grade are included

• DO NOT report these as academic renewal

• Only courses where you received academic renewal should be reported at “AR”

Report the grade as 

“AR” instead of the “D”

Include the “D” 

and the “A”

Missing/inaccurate information may be 

viewed as falsification and result in 

cancellation of the application at all 

UC campuses



Enrollment Gaps

If you indicated any gap 

in attendance, you will 

be prompted to explain 

why you were not 

enrolled

If you made an error and 

did enroll during an 

identified gap term, you 

must go back and adjust 

the dates of attendance 

and then enter the 

coursework 

attempted/completed



If you are using an AP or 

IB exam score to meet 

these requirements, add 

them to the Test Scores 

section and mark them as 

”None planned/not 

completed” and it will 

show the exam that’s 

being used

Minimum Requirements

If your coursework 

appears to be missing 

either the English or math, 

you will need to indicate 

your plan to complete 

these coursesIf you entered 

coursework that 

indicates you met 

the minimum English 

(2 courses) and 

math (1 course) 

requirements, you 

will be asked to 

review what you 

entered



If you are using an 

AP or IB exam score 

to meet these 

requirements, select 

”None planned/not 

completed”

Minimum Requirements – Using Test Scores

Once you add the 

score(s) to the “Test 

Scores” section, it 

will show which 

exam is being used 

for that requirement



Additional Information

You must disclose 

any terms on 

academic 

probation

Explain any abnormalities in 
your academic record

• Break in attendance

• Poor grades in a particular 
course or year

• School environment/policies 
that affect the academic 
record

• Availability of classes

• Be detailed or you may be 
asked for more information



Test Scores



AP/IB Exams

If you passed any AP 

exams (with a score 

of 3 or higher) or any 

IB HL exams (with a 

score of 5 or higher), 

you will add them to 

this section

If you did not take or 

pass any AP or IB 

exams, you will select 

”No”



English Language Proficiency Exams

If you took (or will 

take) the two 

required English 

composition 

courses, you do not 

need to provide 

these scores

Note: UCLA and 

UCSD require grades 

of B or higher in 

these courses



Activities & Awards



Tips

• Focus on post-HS activities

• Don’t use acronyms for names of 
clubs or awards - spell them out

Add Activities

There are 5 

categories in this 

section

• Remember to describe your role, 

responsibilities, and accomplishments 
in the activity rather than focusing on 

describing the activity

• If you did not have time/opportunity 

to participate in activities, explain why 

– how else did you use your time?

• Quality over quantity

You can list up to 20 

activities 



Activities

&

Awards

Sections Examples Creative Tips

Award or 

Honor

• Academic excellence awards

• Outstanding service awards

• Research or capstone project

• Scholarships

• Dean’s list

Think about awards or honors in 

the context of your whole life.

Employee of the month?

Educational 

Preparation 

Programs

• Transfer preparation programs

• MESA, Puente, Umoja, EOPS, 1st 

Year Learning Communities

If you haven’t participated, 

what opportunities have you 

utilized?

Have you developed a working 

relationships with a counselor?

Extracurricular 

Activity

• Student government

• Clubs and organizations

• Performing arts

• Childcare and/or family care

These could include hobbies, 

clubs, sports, or anything else.

Think about what you do in your 

free time.



Activities & Awards

Sections Examples Creative Tips

Volunteering/

Community Service

• Community service 

organizations

• Tutoring and mentoring 

programs

• Family 

responsibilities/Childcare

What have you done that you 

haven’t been paid for?

Do you help your parents on 

weekends with childcare? Do 

you assist elderly family or 

community members?

Work Experience

• Research assistantships

• Part-time or full-time jobs

• Internships



Educational Prep. Programs

If you are doing 

UCLA’s Transfer 

Alliance Program 

(TAP) and/or UCI’s 

Honors-to-Honors 

through GCC’s 

Scholars Program, 

select them here



Scholarships & Programs



Apply for Scholarships

All UC campuses 

offer scholarships for 

students who meet 

specific criteria

Review each 

scholarship choice 

and select all those 

that match your 

characteristics, 

interests, and 

background

There is no limit to 

the number of 

scholarships you can 

select



Support Programs

Educational Opportunity 
Program (EOP)

• Unlike for the CSUs, there is 
no separate application for 
the EOP program

• Read the program 
description and explain 
why you are interested in 
the program



Personal Insight

The Lowdown

• Each question aligns to one or 
more of the comprehensive 
review factors

• Transfers must answer one 
required question and select 
three others (4 questions total)

• Maximum of 350 words for each 
response

• All questions have equal value

• All responses are reviewed by an 
anti-plagiarism software program



Personal Insight Questions

The Required Question

• Avoid listing courses taken

• Focus on experiences in/out 
of class that show interest in 
the major/field

• Discuss how you have taken 
initiative to learn more about 
the major/field and have 
gained greater knowledge 
and depth



Personal Insight Questions

Select 3 Questions

• Answer those that are most 
applicable to you

• It’s not an English essay

• Discuss what you did and 
why, what you learned and 
how you applied what was 
learned to aspects of your life

• Use “I” statements

• Be direct and literal



Additional Comments

Not An Extension of Your PIQs

• Use this optional section to 
explain any situation, 
circumstance, or experience 
that does not appear 
anywhere else in the 
application or is not fully 
explained in the application
• Changes in family 

circumstances

• How you plan to engage with 
the UC community if admitted



Review & Submit

This warning will 

appear if you are 

missing any 

information – you 

can navigate 

directly to the 

section with missing 

information and 

update

A checkmark 

appears beside 

each section 

indicating it is 

complete

You will not be able 

to submit the 

application until all 

information is 

complete



Academic Review

This will not disqualify 

you from being 

admitted; it provides 

full educational and 

life context

You will see this 

section if your 

academic history 

indicates a gap of 

more than 5 months



Academic Review

You can go directly back to 

“Academic History” to add 

courses/units you may have 

forgotten

You will see this section if 

the information you 

provided in “Academic 

History” indicates that 

you will have less than 60 

units

These units do not

include AP or IB exams

If you know you have 

enough units with test 

scores, check the box



Sign & Release
Review and check 

the release 

authorizations to 

share application 

information with 

scholarship 

agencies, 

parents/guardian, 

counselors and/or 

UC organizations 

and alumni groups

The Statement of 

Integrity is to affirm 

that all information 

in the application is 

accurate and the 

personal insight 

questions were 

written by the 

applicant

Checking 

this box 

allows the 

UC to share 

your 

information 

with GCC



• Accuracy of details you include on your application is crucial

• Information submitted in the application is subject to verification

• You may be asked to provide original documentation to verify one 
item from the following sections:
• Academic history

• Honors and awards

• Extracurricular activities

• Volunteer work and community service

• Special program participation 

• Employment

• Other information contained in the personal insight responses

Verification

Failure to respond to 

the request by the 

deadline will result in 

cancellation of the 

application



Payment

The application fee 

payment is required 

and non-refundable 

If you received the fee 

waiver, select “Yes” to 

accept it

Payment may be 

submitted by credit 

card or by mailing a 

check or fee waiver 

if you didn’t qualify 

for the UC 

application fee 

waiver but meet 

other criteria

If you made a mistake 

on the family income 

amount, you can correct 

the information and it will 

automatically re-

calculate



• Once you submit, you will see a Submission Confirmation screen that 
shows the complete list of campuses applied to, fees, fee waiver, 
application ID, date submitted, and payment method

• You will also receive a confirmation email

• Take note of your application ID, as this will be used throughout the 
admission process, including decision release occurring in the spring

• Do not send official transcripts–if admitted, you will submit the final 
transcripts at that time

Submission Confirmation



UC Transfer Timeline –

Fall 2025 Admission

Sep. 1 –
Sep. 30

Oct. 1 –
Dec. 2

Dec. 1 –
March 2

Dec. 15 –
Jan. 31

March –
April

June 1

Apply for TAG

Submit Transfer 

Academic Update (TAU) 

& complete 

supplemental apps, if 

applicable

Apply for UC 

Admission 

(including TAG 

campus)

Submit Statement 

of Intent to 

Register (SIR) and 

pay enrollment 

deposit

Send official transcripts by July 1 and 

AP/IB scores by July 15

Admission decisions releasedApply for financial aid



• Regularly check the email you provided on the application

• Activate campus portal accounts and check them regularly

• Complete the Transfer Academic Update (TAU) by January 31, 2025
• Include grades through Fall 2024 and planned coursework through Summer 

2025

• Some UCs require a supplemental application
• Failure to submit these will result in denied admission

• Follow all deadlines for requested documents

After You Apply





• The Transfer Center is located on the 3rd floor of Sierra Vista

• Drop-in (offered in-person and remote)
• Check the Transfer Center website at glendale.edu/transfercenter for 

days/times and to access online drop-in

• Appointments (offered in-person and remote)
• Call the Transfer Center at (818) 240-1000 ext. 5442

• Email the Transfer Center at transfer@glendale.edu

Meet With A Counselor

https://www.glendale.edu/students/student-services/transfer-center
mailto:transfer@glendale.edu



